
G’Day USA Defence Innovation Roundtable
‘Maintaining the Innovation Advantage’

8:30 am Registration & Coffee

9:00 - 9:05 am Welcome Remarks
Amb. John Berry (Ret.), President, American Australian Association

9:05 - 9:15 am Opening Remarks
Jason Robertson, Deputy Head of Mission

9:15 - 10:15 am Session 1:  How is and will the National Exemption benefit Innovation in 
AUKUS and beyond?
•	 Opening Remarks – Kylie Wright, Minister-Counsellor AUKUS
•	 Session Moderator – Dr Darren Sutton, Minister-Counsellor DST

10:15 - 10:45 am Morning Tea

10:45 - 11:45 am Session 2:  What can be done to enable small, non-traditional, innovative 
Australian and US companies to contribute to AUKUS innovation?
•	 Opening Remarks – Dr Darren Sutton, Minister-Counsellor DST 
•	 Session Moderator – Prof Emily Hilder, Head, Australian Advanced 

Strategic Capabilities Accelerator (ASCA)

11:45 - 12:00 pm Closing Remarks
•	 Dr. Stacie Williams, Chief Science Officer, United States Space Force 

(USSF)
•	 Tony Davis, General Manager, The Americas, Austrade

12:00 - 1:00 pm Networking Lunch

Agenda



Guest Speakers

AMB. JOHN BERRY (RET.)
President, American Australian Association

Amb. Berry joined the American Australian Association as President in 2016. He came to the 
job well prepared after serving as the 25th US Ambassador and President Obama’s personal 
representative to Australia.

Prior to that, John served in multiple senior government positions, earning three unanimous 
Senate confirmations, including: the head of “HR” for the Federal government as Director of 
the Office of Personnel Management; the “COO” of the Department of Interior as Assistant 
Secretary for Policy, Management and Budget; the head of 40% of Federal law enforcement 
as Acting Assistant Secretary for Enforcement at the Treasury Department; and Legislative 
Director for Rep. Steny Hoyer.John has also been a leader in the non-profit sector, serving as 
the Director of the Smithsonian National Zoo; The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, and 

Government Relations for the Smithsonian Institution.

John has accomplished many firsts, most notably, the first openly LGBT US Ambassador to a G20 country and while at 
OPM, he was the highest ranking LGBT executive official in US history. 

He has stood atop both poles – north and south, visited all of the world’s continents, as well as all of the states of both 
the USA and Australia. His most favorite recognitions of the many received have been the Department of the Navy 
Distinguished Public Service Award, a lion named “John” in his honor and a mountain in Antarctica called the “Berry 
Bastion.” He is married to his partner of over 25 years, Curtis Yee.

JASON ROBERTSON
Deputy Head of Mission for the Embassy of Australia, Washington DC

Mr Robertson is a senior career officer with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. He 
took up the position of Deputy Head of Mission at the Australian Embassy in Washington DC 
in August 2024.

Mr Robertson has previously served as Deputy Head of Mission at the Australian Embassy 
in Beijing (2020-2024) and as Consul-General in Guangzhou (2018-2019).  He has also had 
earlier postings to Australian diplomatic missions in Beijing, Islamabad and Belgrade.  

Mr Robertson has also served with the United Nations Department of Peacekeeping 
Operations in Sarajevo, Pristina and New York.

Mr Robertson holds a Bachelor of Arts (Hons) from the University of Queensland and a 
Graduate Diploma in Foreign Affairs and Trade from Monash University. He is married with two children.
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DR DARREN SUTTON
Minister-Counsellor DST

Dr Darren Sutton is the Minister-Counsellor Defence Science and Technology at the Embassy 
of Australia in Washington DC. He represents the Chief Defence Scientist in the United 
States and Canada, and is responsible for strategic engagement with relevant government 
and research organisations in North America to support defence science and technology 
collaboration with Australia. As part of this role, he also holds the position of Australian 
Deputy for The Technical Cooperation Program (TTCP).

Dr Sutton was previously Program Leader Intelligence where he worked with Defence 
Intelligence Group stakeholders to develop an Innovation, Science and Technology 
Program to achieve Assured Decision Advantage. He was previously Research Leader 
Space Intelligence and Research Leader Imaging Systems, where he led research on space 

platforms, space based sensors and processing the data collected. Other notable roles include Specialist Adviser to the 
2016 Defence White Paper; Attaché Defence Science (Washington); and Navy Scientific Adviser.

Dr Sutton received a Chief Defence Scientist (CDS) Gold Commendation and a Secretary of Defence / Chief of the 
Defence Force Gold Commendation for his contributions to the 2016 White Paper. Dr Sutton has a Bachelor of Science 
with Honours and a Doctor of Philosophy in Physical Science from the Australian National University. He joined the 
Defence Science and Technology Group as a Cadet in 1997.

KYLIE WRIGHT
Assistant Secretary Defence Industry International Policy Branch 

Kylie Wright commenced in the role of Assistant Secretary Defence Industry International 
Policy Branch in June 2022. 

Prior to joining the Defence Industry team, Kylie held a number of senior positions in the 
Department of Health and Department of Defence, including Senior Advisor to the Hon. Greg 
Hunt. 

Kylie has a degree in Commerce, majoring in economics and accounting and is a chartered 
practicing accountant (CPA). 
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PROFESSOR EMILY HILDER

Head of the Advanced Strategic Capabilities Accelerator (ASCA)

The purpose of the Defence Accelerator is to accelerate the development and transition into 
service of disruptive solutions to priority defence challenges at the pace and scale required 
to deliver advantage to our military. 

Emily joined Defence as Chief Maritime in DSTG in November 2020, and held the role of 
Chief Platforms from July 2022 to April 2023. Prior to joining Defence she was Director of the 
Future Industries Institute (FII) and Deputy Director of the ARC Research Hub for integrated 
devices for end-user analysis at low levels (IDEAL) at University of South Australia.

She is a graduate of the University of Tasmania where she completed her PhD in analytical 
chemistry in 2000. Following postdoctoral positions at Johannes Kepler University (Austria) 
and the E.O. Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory (USA) she returned to Australia and 

University of Tasmania in 2004 where she held two ARC Fellowships (APD, Future Fellowship) as well as positions as 
Assistant Dean of Graduate Research and Head of Chemistry. She was inaugural Director of the ARC Training Centre for 
Portable Analytical Separation Technologies (ASTech) before relocating to the University of South Australia in 2016.

Her research is the field of analytical chemistry and materials science and is focused on the design and application of 
new materials that can be used to improve analytical measurements. Her work has led to commercial and field adoption 
in separation science, bioanalysis, disease diagnosis, environment and food science, defence and national security.

Emily is a Fellow of the Australian Academy of Technology and Engineering (ATSE) and the Royal Australian Chemical 
Institute (RACI) and has been recognised by a number of awards including the Eureka Prize for Outstanding Science in 
Safeguarding Australia (2019), RACI Doreen Clarke Analytical Medal (2016), UTAS Foundation Graduate Award (2010) 
and has been included in the Analytical Scientist Power Lists from 2013-2017, 2019-2021 including the ‘Top 40 under 
40’ and as one of the top 10 leaders in analytical science.

She is an Associate Editor of Analytical Chemistry (ACS) and a member of the Advisory Board of the Australian 
Maritime College (University of Tasmania) and Defence Trailblazer.
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DR. STACIE WILLIAMS

Chief Science Officer, United States Space Force (USSF)

Dr. Stacie Williams, a Senior Level executive, is the Chief Science Officer of the United States 
Space Force (USSF). She serves as the central lead for all science and technology matters 
for an organization that comprises approximately 14,000 space professionals worldwide. In 
this role, she develops long-term military requirements for the USSF and interacts with other 
principals, operational commanders, combatant commands, acquisition organizations, and 
international communities to address cross-organizational science and technical issues and 
solutions. Dr. Williams represents the USSF science and technology community across the 
U.S. government, industry, academia, the international community, and other scientific and 
technology organizations.

Dr. Williams joins Headquarters, USSF from the Air Force Research Laboratory (AFRL), where 
she was the Space Science Architect for the Air Force Office of Scientific Research (AFOSR). At AFOSR, Dr. Williams led 
the basic research investment strategy for space, ensuring that basic science investments effectively met USSF mission 
needs. In prior assignments, she led AFOSR’s remote sensing research portfolio as well as AFRL’s space imaging 
portfolio. Dr. Williams served as a program manager at the Defense Advanced Research Project Agency (DARPA) 
Tactical Technology Office, where she led a portfolio focusing on remote sensing, small satellite technologies, and high-
energy laser detection.

Dr. Williams entered government service in 2011 at AFRL’s Directed Energy Directorate, and spent several years as 
the Technical Advisor at the Air Force Maui Optical and Supercomputing Site, leading researchers and operators in 
developing and transitioning the world’s only 24-hour resolved imaging capability, in addition to other space domain 
awareness technologies.
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TONY DAVIS
General Manager, The Americas, Austrade

Tony is our senior executive leader for The Americas and is based in New York. He joined 
Austrade in October 2020 as our leadership executive and principal representative for the 
Global Business and Talent Attraction Taskforce, prior to taking up his post in September 
2021.

Tony is a highly experienced businessman whose career has spanned three decades leading 
highly complex Industrial, Energy, Aerospace and Defence domestic and international 
organisations.

Prior to joining Austrade he held a variety of global executive business leadership roles, which 
included as CEO of a prominent North American Oil & Gas and Industrial manufacturing and 

customer service focused enterprise at Stewart & Stevenson LLC based in Houston Texas, the global executive leading 
the international distribution, operations, marketing, sales and services of the major German equipment manufacturer 
Rolls-Royce Power Systems AG (MTU brand) and successive roles as the global leader for Rolls-Royce plc Marine 
Division’s Commercial and Business Development & Strategy functions, headquartered in Singapore. Tony was also the 
Regional Director and CEO for Rolls-Royce plc in Australia and New Zealand with regional corporate leadership of Civil 
Aerospace, Defence, Marine and Energy business units.

Tony’s career in private industry was built initially in the Defence sector with Saab AB in successive business 
development, operational and corporate roles focused on Australia & New Zealand but with international reach and 
offshore experience in Asia Pacific, Europe, the Middle East and South America. His Defence industry expertise was 
founded on a front-line operational combat systems officer and major capital project management career in the 
Royal Australian Navy, which culminated as a Commander with responsibility for one of Australia’s most complex and 
nationally significant shipbuilding combat and communication system development programs, the ANZAC Ship Project.

Tony holds a Master of Science (Computer Science) degree from the United States Navy Postgraduate School 
Monterey, California and a Bachelor of Engineering (Electrical) degree from the University of NSW, Sydney.
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DR. SHANE ARNOTT

SVP Programs & Engineering, Anduril

Dr. Shane Arnott is a Chief Engineer at Anduril Industries, a venture-backed defense 
technology company bringing cutting-edge artificial intelligence, sensor fusion, edge 
computing and more to the United States military and its allies. At Anduril, Dr. Arnott 
directs major engineering programs for air and maritime autonomous vehicles and defines 
software architecture for autonomy, simulation, virtual & augmented reality, and new product 
development.

Prior to joining Anduril, Dr. Arnott spent 23 years at The Boeing Company across Australia, 
United States and United Kingdom.  He was the founding leader of the global Phantom Works 
division, most recently Program Director of the Airpower

Teaming System (“loyal wingman”) program and one of Boeing’s most senior engineers as 
a Boeing Senior Technical Fellow. As Program Director of the loyal wingman, he brought the autonomous fighter from 
sketch to flight within 3 years to open up a multi-billion dollar market. In recognition of his work on this program, Dr. 
Arnott was awarded an Innovator of the Year and his team an Aviation Week Laureate for outstanding innovation in 
aerospace. 

Dr. Arnott has worked as an Adjunct Professor at Queensland University of Technology in the Computer Science and 
Electrical Engineering Departments, is a GoFly Master Mentor and Lecturer on Model Based Engineering, a Techstars 
industry mentor, and a contributing author to the NATO Allied Capability Transformation Program.

Dr. Arnott received his Bachelor of Engineering in Computer Systems Engineering from La Trobe University and his PhD 
in Systems Engineering from the University of Queensland. 

THOMAS BAKER
Strategic Advisor to the Deputy Director for Commercial Operations, DIU

Tom Baker focuses on driving DIU’s collaboration with the commercial tech sector and 
investment community. His work includes projects designed to increase collaboration across 
the defense innovation community, enhance DIU’s posture for cultivating and leveraging 
regional innovation ecosystems, and improve pathways for companies to begin working with 
DIU and then scale in the Department of Defense.

Prior to joining DIU, Tom served as Chief of the Strategic Planning, Risk, and Performance 
Management Division at the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA). Across 18 years in the 
Department, he has operated in a variety of roles across analysis, targeting, partner 
engagement, management, mission-enabling, security cooperation, policy, and strategy 

functions. He has served in multiple offices at DIA Headquarters, on two deployments to Afghanistan, at U.S. Africa 
Command, in the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy, and at the Department of State.

Tom holds a B.A. with a double major in Government and Asian & Middle Eastern Studies from Dartmouth College, 
an M.A. in International Security from Georgetown University, and an M.S. in National Security and National Resource 
Strategy from the National Defense University’s Eisenhower School. 

Tom lives in Washington DC with two young sons that keep he and his wife very busy, sleepy, and entertained.



Participants

GRAEME BICK

Chief Solution Architect, QinetiQ

Graeme Bick is the Chief Solution Architect of QinetiQ’s Global Test and Evaluation 
Campaign.

Graeme joined QinetiQ in 2021 following a career in the Royal Australian Navy as a Weapons 
Electrical Engineer Officer. He served at sea including deployments to the Middle East and 
South East Asia in addition to a range of roles in maritime acquisition and sustainment 
programs. His final appointment was as Director Integrated Systems within Navy Capability 
Division.

Since joining QinetiQ Graeme has worked in capability domains spanning Maritime Test and 
Evaluation, Robotic and Autonomous Systems and Threat Representation. He is a graduate 
of the Australian War College and holds a BE from the University of NSW, an MMilSt from the 

Australian National University, an MBA from La Trobe University and is a Fellow of the Institute of Marine Engineering, 
Science and Technology.

STEVE BAXTER

Lead Investor, Founder & Managing Partner, Beaten Zone

Steve Baxter is a proud Queenslander, born in the remote town of Cloncurry and raised in 
Emerald in the State’s central highlands. He left school at 15 and joined the Army, enlisting in 
its apprenticeship program. There, he became a technician working in the field of electronics, 
telecoms and guided weapon systems.

In 1994, at the age of 23, Steve launched his first start-up, the pioneering internet service 
provider SE Net, from his spare room. Servicing more than 35,000 customers, SE Net was 
eventually acquired by Ozemail/UUNet under the stewardship of its founding Director and 
Former Prime Minister, Malcolm Turnbull.

In 2001, Steve launched his second start-up, PIPE Networks, in 2005, selling eight years later 
to the TPG Group for $373 million. Steve then spent a year working with Google in California, 

leading a project to deliver high-speed telecommunications systems across North America.

He was a Shark on Channel 10’s Shark Tank Australia for its first four seasons, and was appointed ‘Queensland’s Chief 
Entrepreneur’ in 2018.

Steve is now the Co-founder and Executive Chairman of TEN13, Australia’s leading tech startup investment platform, 
and Founder and Lead Investor with Beaten Zone Venture Partners which is dedicated to early stage investments in 
Australian sovereign lethal defence technology.



MARK BRUNNER 

Executive Vice President, Public Sector, PsiQantum

Mark Brunner leads the Public Sector business at PsiQuantum, a leading-edge technology 
company that is building the world’s first utility scale, fault-tolerant quantum computer.   

Previously, Mark served as President of Public Sector at Primer AI, an artificial intelligence 
company specializing in Large Language Models (LLMs), where he built their government 
business and led their expansion into the global public sector market. Mark also served 
as Vice President for six years at The Cohen Group (TCG), a global strategic advisory firm 
Chaired by former Secretary of Defense William Cohen.  During his tenure at The Cohen 
Group, Mark led TCG’s engagements for Fortune 500 clients focused on the intersection of 
technology and defense policy.   

From 2009 to 2015, Mark was the Senior Advisor to Senator Mark Warner of Virginia, where 
he was Senator Warner’s principal counselor on defense, foreign policy, and energy issues. He also served as the 
Director of the Senate India Caucus during Senator Warner’s tenure as the Caucus Co-Chair. During this time, Mark 
was instrumental in growing the Caucus to become the largest country caucus in the US Senate. Mark also co-led the 
creation of a National Commission on Energy Efficiency and served as Senator Warner’s designated representative to 
the commission, which produced a blueprint to double US energy productivity by 2030.  

Prior to working for Senator Warner, Mark served for 20 years in the Navy, retiring at the rank of Commander. He 
deployed multiple times on ships including the USS CONSTELLATION (CV-64) to the Arabian Gulf. He led the first 
H-60B Seahawk armed helicopter deployment on an aircraft carrier and flew over 50 combat zone missions.

Later in his Navy career, he served as the Military Legislative Assistant and Legislative Fellow for the Chairman of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee, Senator John Warner, and as one of the Navy’s senior representatives to the House 
and Senate Appropriations Committees for aviation funding and all classified programs. Mark also served on the staff of 
the NATO Military Committee and as the Defense Policy Advisor at the US Mission to the European Union. 

A recognized leader in technology and cybersecurity, he drafted legislative provisions adopted in the Cybersecurity 
Information Sharing Act (CISA) and was appointed by the Governor of Virginia to serve as the Special Advisor to the 
Virginia Commission on Cybersecurity. Mark co-led a US Senate Task Force that convened federal agency CIO’s and 
top technology companies to develop innovative practices for the government to rapidly procure advanced commercial 
technology.

Mark currently serves on the Advisory Boards of the US Senate Cybersecurity Caucus and the College of William & 
Mary Law School. He earned a BA in Political Science from Tulane University, an MA in National Security Affairs from 
Georgetown University (highest honors). He is a Senior Advisor at the Atlantic Council and was awarded the US Navy’s 
Superior Public Service Award by the Secretary of the Navy.
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PAUL BURFIELD

Senior Trade and Investment Commissioner, Washington DC

Paul Burfield currently co-leads Austrade’s Defence, Space & Infrastructure sectors across 
North America, working closely with Austrade’s trade & investment specialists to create 
opportunities for Australian companies to win business across the region in addition to 
driving productive foreign direct investment into Australia from North American Investors.

Paul also serves as Trade Practices Leader for The Americas taking overall responsibility for 
expanding Austrade’s development & delivery of Trade Services to Australian companies 
across the region.

Paul recently joined Austrade after concluding a 19-year career with Enterprise Ireland, the 
Venture Capital arm of the Government of Ireland.

Over this time, Paul has led numerous senior executive teams across multiple geographies including the UK, Australia/
New Zealand and the United States, supporting Irish technology companies to start, commercialize & globalize, in 
addition to managing relationships with critical stakeholders at the most senior levels of Government & industry.

In his most recent role in San Francisco, Paul and his team were responsible for providing strategic direction & business 
development connections for a $1.69bn portfolio of 300+ Irish technology companies crossing multiple sectors 
including Cybersecurity, IoT, Telecommunications, Travel, Media & Content and Enterprise SaaS.

Prior to joining Enterprise Ireland, Paul worked in senior marketing roles with Fortune 500 company, Avery Dennison, 
across Europe in addition to being part of the founding team of a consumer product start-up company in Australia.

A native of Adelaide, Paul holds degree qualifications in Marketing and Accounting from the University of South 
Australia & University of Tasmania.

NICOLE CONNER
Partner, Airbus Ventures

Nicole is Airbus Ventures’ Partner based in Washington, D.C. Prior to joining the fund, 
Nicole worked at Arnold & Porter LLP, Baker Botts LLP, and White & Case LLP. She advised 
domestic and international borrowers, lenders, and private equity funds on a broad range of 
syndicated, secured, unsecured, senior and/or asset-based credit facilities and acquisition 
financings. Nicole received her J.D. from Fordham University School of Law and her B.A. 
from University of Richmond in International Studies: World Politics & Diplomacy
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SEN THE HON DAVID FAWCETT

Senator for South Australia

David served in the Australian Defence Force for over 22 years. An Army pilot, he flew 
helicopters and fixed wing aircraft and was the Senior Flying Instructor at the School of Army 
Aviation in Queensland.

Graduating as an experimental test pilot from the Empire Test Pilots’ School (UK), he finished 
his full time career in Defence as the Commanding Officer of the RAAF Aircraft Research and 
Development Unit.

Elected to the House of Representatives as the Member for Wakefield (SA) in 2004, he 
served in the Parliament until 2007. David continued to fly as a test pilot and ran a small 
business working in the Defence and Aviation sectors prior to being elected to the Senate 
in 2010, 2016 and again in 2019. In the 45th Parliament, David was sworn as the Assistant 

Minister for Defence. David is currently the Deputy Chair of the Parliamentary Joint Standing Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, Defence and Trade, a member of the Senate Standing Committees on Foreign Affairs Defence and Trade – both 
Legislation and References, and a member of the Senate Standing Committee of Privileges.

David’s experience in aviation has helped to facilitate change in Australia’s aviation policy and approach to aviation 
safety regulation. With tertiary qualifications in science and business administration, he is known for his evidence-based 
approach to policy development and oversight with a focus on outcomes that are in the national interest.

David is a strong advocate for initiatives that would lead to a more effective and efficient national defence force, 
including the development of a sustainable defence industry capability. His extensive and widely respected policy 
understanding has led to a number of appointments, including Assistant Minister for Defence and Chair of the 
Parliamentary Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade during the 45th and 46th Parliaments.

As Chair of the Parliamentary Joint Committee on Corporations and Financial Services in the 44th Parliament, he led an 
inquiry into the educational and professional standards of the financial advice industry. This body of work has been a 
catalyst for significant legislative and industry-led reforms in the finance sector.

Having lived in Asia, the UK and across Australia, David is proud to call South Australia home. He is a keen sailor and is 
married to Lorna and together they have two adult daughters.
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DR DON GOSSINK

Chief Scientist, Consunet

Dr Don Gossink holds a Bachelor’s Degree (with Honors) in Electronic Engineering and a 
PhD in Communications Technology. He has worked in Defence Science and Technology 
for over 29 years. Don commenced his defence career in satellite communications, moving 
to terrestrial defence communications and networking, Digital Signal Processing, sensor 
networks, covert communications and communications architecting. Don was attached to 
the Air Force Research Laboratories (US) for 15 Months where he extended into Uncertainty 
in Artificial Intelligence and then returned to Australia to lead and deliver defence solutions 
and systems using autonomy, AI and ML. In July 2019 Don joined Consunet as the Chief 
Scientist and as an executive director.

PHOEBE GREENTREE

Minister-Counsellor (AUKUS), Australian Embassy to the United States 

Phoebe is an international defence policy specialist with experience spanning multilateral 
diplomacy and representational roles, including at Australia’s Missions to NATO and the 
European Union, and the United Nations. 

Phoebe has led high-performing teams to develop and implement policies related to, for 
instance, Australia’s acquisition of nuclear-powered submarines under AUKUS, support to 
Ukraine, partnership with NATO, enhanced engagement with Pacific partners, and support 
for at-risk locally engaged Afghan employees.  

Prior arriving in Washington, D.C. she was Assistant Director General for International 
and Strategic Policy at the Australian Submarine Agency. She has also held roles in the 
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet and the Department of Defence.  

At Defence, Phoebe played a key role in developing and implementing Defence’s contribution to Australia’s Pacific 
Step-Up. This built on her earlier experience supporting Defence Cooperation Programs in the Pacific and leading the 
development of Australia’s Pacific Maritime Security Program.   

Phoebe holds a Master of Public & International Law from Melbourne University, and Bachelors of Science and Arts 
from the University of New South Wales. She is proficient in French, German and Dutch.
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HARRY HUBBERT

Chief Technology Officer, Greenroom Robotics

Harry Hubbert is a Naval Architect, ADF veteran, Director, and Chief Technology Officer. 
Passionate about Robotics and Maritime Autonomy, Harry graduated from the Australian 
Maritime College in 2014 with a Bachelor of Engineering (Honours) in Naval Architecture and 
Marine Engineering, specialising in subsea systems and robotics. 

Entering service with the Royal Australian Navy in 2011 as a Marine Engineer Officer, Harry 
held roles on board RAN vessels, with his final sea-posting as the Deputy Marine Engineer 
Officer for HMAS Adelaide (L01). Following a number of Roles as the Capability Realisation 
Engineer for maritime robotics projects, Harry completed his service in Canberra within Navy 
Capability and the Warfare Innovation branch, being awarded the Engineers Australia “2020 
AUSTRALIA’S INNOVATIVE ENGINEERS” award for his work in grassroots innovation and 

robotics projects.

Leaving the ADF with a passion for enhancing sovereign capability and innovation, Harry co-founded Greenroom 
Robotics, a small and thriving Australian technology company with the mission to revolutionise the maritime sectors 
through the ethical application of robotics and artificial intelligence. As a Director and Chief Technology Officer of 
Greenroom Robotics, Harry and his team work with SMEs, government bodies, commercial organisations and private 
entities in Australia and worldwide, delivering innovative solutions and game-changing products to our clients and 
partners. Outside of his core work responsibilities, Harry is passionate about mentoring young engineers, grassroots 
innovation and other programs to enhance Australia’s sovereign capability and self-reliance. 

MICHAEL ISHERWOOD

Founder, Ascent Pty Ltd

Michael Isherwood, founder of Ascent Pty Ltd, has over 30 years of experience in national 
defence and security. Michale began his career in the Australian Army Signals Corps, later 
joining the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) as an Armament Engineering Officer. His 
roles have included telecommunications specialist, F/A-18 Maintenance Engineer, Explosive 
Ordnance Disposal technician, and engineering manager for numerous guided weapons 
acquisition and sustainment positions.

In 2011, Michael transitioned to the RAAF Reserve and took a position with the Australian 
Department of Defence working with the U.S. Navy on the Mk48 Heavyweight Torpedo 
Program in Washington DC. Michael returned to Canberra in 2016 becoming a defence 
consultant and founding Ascent the same year. Under his leadership, Ascent established a 

strong reputation as a premier engineering consultancy specialising in Aviation, Guided Weapons, Explosive Ordnance 
management, engineering and Test and Evaluation.

Michael holds a Bachelor of Engineering and multiple advanced degrees including Master’s degrees in Aerospace, 
Explosive Ordnance and IT, with an MBA from Melbourne University. As of 2024, Ascent has grown to 60 personnel 
across three Australian offices, with a newly established presence in Dallas, Texas. Michael currently resides in 
Jerrabomberra New South Wales with his wife and three sons.
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DOUG JANKOVIC

Executive Vice President, Global AUKUS Lead, QinetiQ
Doug is Executive Vice President and Global AUKUS Lead for QinetiQ.  In this role, Doug 
leads and ensures coordination for all AUKUS activities across three continents, four 
business sectors and 8,000+ employees.

Doug has broad industry experience including leading strategy and growth in the Air Force, 
Space, and ISR market areas for numerous Fortune 500 companies.  Prior to QinetiQ, Doug 
led Huntington Ingalls entry into the AUKUS market space where he rebranded the company 
as an AUKUS leader and led strategic opportunity growth across a $2.5B technology driven 
portfolio.  He has also held executive positions within Alion, ManTech and Leonardo DRS.  He 
has also held engineering and growth leadership positions at Raytheon and Titan Systems.  A 
veteran of the Air Force, he currently still serves as a Colonel in the Air Force Reserves where 

he specializes in the application of airpower on behalf of US CENTCOM. 

Doug holds a bachelor’s degree in Aeronautics from Embry Riddle Aeronautical University, as well as a Master of 
Business Administration from Strayer University.  He has also completed Executive Leadership/Management Seminars 
at The Fuqua School of Business, Duke University.

WHITNEY B. JONES

Deputy Program Manager, Maritime Industrial Base

Whitney Jones is the Deputy Program Manager for the Navy’s Maritime Industrial Base (MIB) 
program. Leading up to this role, Whiney served as the Director, Submarine Industrial Base 
(SIB), a component of the  Navy’s (DON) Program Executive Office, Strategic Submarines 
(PEO SSBN). 

As Deputy of MIB, Ms. Jones is responsible for leading enterprise efforts to develop and 
deploy the industrial base capacity and capability required to build and sustain maritime 
warfighting needs.  In this capacity, Ms. Jones is accountable for collaborative efforts across 
a multi-billion dollar portfolio that includes defense workforce, manufacturing technology, 
infrastructure, supply chain, and public-private partnership.  Her role focuses on fostering 
relationships between Navy and industry/academia to improve communications, industrial 

processes, and capacity. 

Between February 2019 – July 2020, Ms. Jones served as Deputy, Shipbuilding Industrial Base Task Force, where she 
leveraged her shipbuilding acquisition and supply chain experience to coordinate cross-enterprise efforts and oversee 
strategic communications. She also led Navy Enterprise response, engagement, and assessment of the impacts of 
COVID-19 on the defense industrial base, working closely with industry to mitigate the pandemic’s impact on key 
suppliers by maintaining defense supply chains as part of “critical infrastructure” exempt from work stoppages. 

Additionally, she served as the submarine enterprise lead for a Columbia (CLB) and Virginia Submarine (VCS) Industrial 
Base assessment with Office of Secretary of Defense (OSD) Cost Assessment Program Evaluation (CAPE). During this 
same time period, she implemented submarine enterprise efforts on benchmark setting workforce development pilots 
including Accelerated Training in Defense Manufacturing (ATDM) and the Pennsylvania Talent Pipeline Project.

From 2017-2019 Ms. Jones gained valuable defense industry experience in roles that included strategy and 
communications support for the Columbia Class Submarine Program, and Strategy Development for a major defense 
electronics supplier.  Prior to these roles, she served in Team Ships, where she provided direct strategic communications 
and management support to the Flag Officer and Executive Director of Surface Ship Maintenance, Modernization, and 
Sustainment.

From 2015-2016, Ms. Jones was the Director of Operations for the DDG 1000 Zumwalt Class Destroyer  Program. In this 
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WHITNEY B. JONES (CONT.) role, and in the year leading up to first-of-class delivery, she was responsible for 
all strategic operations and internal and external communications for the DDG 

1000 program, to include setting program priorities and managing daily execution of program resources. 

Early in her Navy civilian career, Ms. Jones served as a Contracting Officer Representative (COR) for a number of multi-
million dollar projects, to include Primary COR on a Follow-On Technical Support (FOTS) services contract valued at 
$1.3B and requiring over 300 contracting actions per year in support of technical services and procurements. 

She began her career and connection to the Navy mission as the Communications Coordinator for the United Service 
Organization (USO) in Fort Myer, Virgina. 

Ms. Jones earned her Bachelor of Arts, Media & Communications (with honors) from The University of Virginia in 2006. 
She has also earned Program Management Ceritifcation from the  Defense Acquisition University. Her awards include 
DON Innovation Excellence Acquisition Team of the Year (July 2021) and numerous special action and performance 
awards  from both her industry and government service.

ROB LEHMAN

Co-Founder & Chief Commercial Officer, Saronic

Rob Lehman is Co-Founder and Chief Commercial Officer of Saronic Technologies, where he 
leads all marketing, sales, and customer support activities for the company. 

Rob brings 21 years of combined active duty and reserve experience as a Lieutenant Colonel 
in the United States Marine Corps, forging an essential connection to those who rely on the 
solutions developed by Saronic Technologies

After leaving active duty in 2006, Rob supported multiple Navy and Marine Corps programs 
at both Northrop Grumman and ManTech International. As CEO of TTI, a leading maritime 
technology supplier, he led the design and delivery of technologies that are afloat on multiple 
surface combatants today. Most recently, Rob brought his expertise to 9 Line Solutions, 
a government relations and consulting firm he co-founded to help technology companies 

navigate the U.S. Department of Defense acquisition process. Rob holds a BA in international politics from Pennsylvania 
State University. 

VINCENT D. MCBETH

Principal Business Development, Q-CTRL, Inc.

Vince McBeth is Principal Business Development for Q-CTRL and is based in Washington, 
DC. His military career includes distinguished service as White House Fellow to the President 
of the United States, Administrative Aide to the Secretary of the Navy, Strategist to the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Special Counsel to the Chief of Naval Operations, 
and National Security Advisor the Vice Chief of Naval Operations. As a naval officer, he 
commanded two U.S. warships, to include a $2.2 billion Flight IIA guided missile destroyer, 
served in a total of seven, and conducted combat operations in major US operations around 
the world.

Before joining Q-CTRL, McBeth was a Managing Partner at Gartner (NYSE: IT), a Fortune 
500 global technology research and consulting firm. On transitioning from military service, 

he founded The McBeth Group International, an aerospace and defense company. McBeth holds a B.A. from the U.S. 
Naval Academy, a M.A. (Law & Diplomacy) from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University, and a M.S. 
(National Security Strategy) from the U.S. National War College.
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BELINDA MCNAMARA

Minister Counsellor Defence Policy, Australian Defence

Belinda McNamara joined the Australian Department of Defence in 1999, and since that time 
has focused on building Australia’s international defence and security partnerships across 
the Indo-Pacific, Europe and North America. As a member of International Policy Division, 
Belinda has contributed to Australia’s international security policy for the United States 
Alliance, Middle East operations, South East Asia, and the Pacific. 

Belinda has also undertaken a number of roles overseas: in 2001, Belinda deployed to 
Bougainville as a Peace Monitor on Operation Bel Isi II; from 2005 to 2007 Belinda was the 
Defence Policy Officer at the Australian Embassy in the Philippines; in 2011 Belinda deployed 
to Kabul, Afghanistan as a Policy Adviser to the Australian Commander, Joint Task Force 
633-1; and in 2017 Belinda was posted to the Australian Embassy in Paris as the inaugural 

Defence Policy Counsellor. 

In 2019, Belinda was appointed as the inaugural Defence secondee to the Office of the Pacific, leading the Pacific 
Security, Maritime and Climate Change Branch. From 2021 to 2022, Belinda was the Assistant Secretary for North 
Asia in the Defence Intelligence Organisation. In March 2023, Belinda was appointed to the role of Minister-Counsellor 
Defence Policy at the Australian Embassy in Washington DC.

KEVIN MOONEY
Chairman of Advisory Board, Birdon

Kevin Mooney has over 38 years of leadership and management experience in both private 
industry and the U.S. Navy. Over the past 18 years, he has held senior leadership positions in 
two large North American shipyards. Kevin had previously served for 20 years as a nuclear 
submarine officer in the US Navy. 

Kevin currently serves as Chairman of the Advisory Board at Birdon America, a rapidly 
growing ship construction, repair and maritime services company. He’s also an outside 
director on the board at Vard Marine (US), which specializes in military and commercial ship 
design. 

Kevin completed a term as President/COO of Irving Shipbuilding in Halifax, Nova Scotia 
in 2022. As part of Canada’s strategy to revive its dormant shipbuilding industry, he 

transformed a startup-like shipyard to more efficient full-scale production. Prior to this, Kevin held numerous Vice 
President roles at General Dynamics NASSCO Shipyard in San Diego. He ran operations during a period of rapid 
growth, including doubling the trade workforce and completing major capital improvements. He also led the supply 
chain and program management teams, including strategic growth and acquisition efforts. Kevin’s 20-year Navy career 
included an assignment as Commanding Officer of USS San Francisco (SSN-711), the first ever nuclear-powered attack 
submarine homeported on the island of Guam. He also held staff positions in the Pentagon and overseas in Europe. 

His community involvement has included service on the Board of Directors of the San Diego Chamber of Commerce 
and the Board of Advisors of Workshops for Warriors, a non-profit organization providing manufacturing skills training 
to transitioning members of the Armed Forces. He is a guest lecturer at the Los Angeles Fire Department Leadership 
Academy. 

Kevin graduated from Duke University with a B.S. in Electrical Engineering and earned a M.S. in Engineering 
Management from the Catholic University of America. He has also completed Joint Professional Military Education 
(JPME) at the Air Command and Staff College and the Executive Program Manager’s Course at the Defense Acquisition 
University. 
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ROSS OSBORNE 

Chief Engineer & Director of Engineering, SYPAQ Systems

SYPAQ Systems Chief Engineer and Director of Engineering. Ross currently leads a 
multidisciplinary engineering team focused on delivering world class C4ISR solutions to 
the Defence and Aerospace industries. Ross is an RMIT Aerospace Engineering Graduate 
who spent the early years of his career at BAE Systems working as a design engineer on a 
range of Autonomous systems programs, following that Ross spent time on the AP-3C Orion 
program as a structural engineer before joining SYPAQ in 2010. Today Ross leads SYPAQ’s 
engineering team that has developed the Corvo family of autonomous systems.  Ross is 
a hands on engineer, a qualified UAS Pilot and a passionate advocate for the Australian 
defence and aerospace industry.

WAYNE PRENDER

Advanced Navigation Global Head of Defense

Prender brings over 20 years of experience in the global defense industrial base, with 
expertise in C4ISR (Command, Control, Communications, Computers, Intelligence, 
Surveillance and Reconnaissance) technologies and uncrewed and robotic systems, as well 
as systems engineering and government contracting.

He joins Advanced Navigation following an 18-year tenure at Textron Systems, where he 
was the Senior Vice President of Air Systems and led the design, development, fielding and 
sustainment of uncrewed systems. Prender was also responsible for Aerosonde Pty (now 
part of Textron Systems), overseeing engineering and operations during its transition from a 
civil and commercial platform to a successful multimillion-dollar global defense platform.

Prior to joining the defense industry, Prender served in the U.S. Army, as a Platoon Leader 
and Battalion Intelligence Officer, where he was awarded the Bronze Star for his actions during deployment to Iraq. He 
was also Aide-de-Camp for the Commanding General of the U.S. Army’s 20th Support Command (CBRNE). He serves 
on the Board of Directors for The Association for Uncrewed Vehicle Systems International (AUVSI) and was a charter 
member of its Maritime Advocacy Committee.
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SIMON PALUMBO 

 Co-founder of Silentium Defence Pty Ltd

Simon Palumbo is a co-founder of Silentium Defence Pty Ltd and is currently the Executive 
Vice President of the United States (US) subsidiary, Silentium Defense Corporation. Based in 
Virginia, USA Simon is responsible for in-country business development, talent acquisition, 
customer support and growth of the US team.

He has extensive customer and industry relationships across Australia, the US, and United 
Kingdom developed in his previous capacity as Chief eXperience Officer (CXO) at Silentium 
Defence. In this role Simon led the end-to-end business-winning function, managing teams 
from marketing, communications, sales, business development and field service delivery. 

Unlike traditional executive roles, the CXO focus extended beyond conventional business 
development to deeply understanding the customers’ environment and guiding product 

development and roadmaps to fulfil their surveillance requirements – keeping the customer at the centre of everything 
the business did. 

In his current and previous roles, Simon’s experience as former Chief Technology Officer (CTO) at Silentium Defence 
and his expertise in radio frequency (RF) hardware and passive radar systems, allow him to easily communicate and 
align customer requirements to the technology capability. 

Simon holds multiple engineering degrees, graduating from Flinders University, South Australia in 2005 with a Bachelor 
degree in Computer Systems Engineering (Hons), and the University of Adelaide, in 2008 with a Master’s degree in 
Defence Signal and Information Processing.

Simon began his career as a Radar Systems Engineer at the Australian Government’s Defence Science and Technology 
Group (DST Group), where he worked for over a decade before co-founding Silentium Defence.

Simon has been recognised for his achievements and valuable contribution to Silentium Defence’s growth through 
awards such as ‘South Australia’s 40 Under 40’ in 2019, the ‘ISB Australian Top 50 Small Business Leaders’ award 
in 2019, and Silentium Defence’s win in the ‘Embracing Innovation’ category of the South Australian ‘Telstra Best of 
Business Awards’ in 2023.
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HEATHER J. RICHMAN

Entrepreneur in Residence, BMNT

As the Entrepreneur in Residence at BMNT, Heather works alongside the US Department of 
Defense and the Intelligence Community to create ecosystems of innovators and investors to 
engage in national security-focused problem solving on all levels. Based in Palo Alto, CA, she 
is the founder of the Defense Investor Network which fuses the private capital investment 
ecosystem and the national security enterprise to promote agile innovation and transition 
while reducing the threat of foreign direct investment (FDI).

Previously, Heather spent time on Capitol Hill where she led Appropriations, Budget, and 
Tax for U.S. Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (NY), handled government relations 
for Stanford University, and was part of the founding team of Elemental Excelerator, the 
$60M Navy initiative that has leveraged $8B in private capital and paved the way for energy 

innovation in the military.

DHARMINI ROBERTSON

USA & Canada Science Counsellor, CSIRO

Dharmini Robertson represents Australia’s National Science Agency (CSIRO) at the Aus-
tralian Embassy in Washington D.C. USA. In this role she promotes Australian science and 
innovation capabilities, identifies strategic partnership opportunities and influences science 
and technology policy development.

Dharmini has over 19 years’ experience working across both the private and public sectors. 
Prior to joining CSIRO, she led a team developing the Australian Government’s low emissions 
technology strategy and associated policies. 

She has also advised Australian Government on innovation policies to support driving impact 
and commercialising on Australia’s research and development, including reviewing venture 
capital settings, place-based innovation and increasing public and private sector investment 

in R&D and innovation more broadly.

Dharmini spent 14 years at KPMG across several jurisdictions (UK, Singapore and New Zealand) advising government 
and businesses as a management consultant and research and development (R&D) incentives advisor. 

Her academic qualifications include a Masters in Business Administration from Melbourne Business School, and a 
Bachelors in Chemical Engineering (honours) and a Bachelors in Science (major in pharmacology) from the University 
of Melbourne. She is also a graduate of Australia’s Institute of Company Directors.



Participants

LARRY RYDER

Vice President, Business Development & External Affairs, Austal USA

Larry Ryder is Vice President of Business Development and External Affairs for Austal USA. 
In this role, Ryder is responsible for all of Austal’s business development efforts, state and 
federal legislative activities, customer relations with the U.S. military as well as coordinating 
external communications and media relations.

Ryder joined Austal USA in 2014 serving as the company’s Senior Director of Business 
Development and Customer Relations. He has extensive experience with shipbuilding 
programs and served as the first director of the U.S. Marine Corps’ High Speed Vessel (HSV) 
program office where he helped develop the Expeditionary Fast Transport (EPF) program. 
Ryder also served as the deputy program manager for the Joint High Speed Vessel (JHSV) in 
the U.S. Navy’s Program Executive Office (PEO) Ships. While at General Dynamics, Ryder led 

all domestic and international business development efforts for the Littoral Combat Ship and EPF programs.

DR LAWRENCE SCHUETTE

Director of Research and Technology Programs, Lockheed Martin

Dr. Lawrence C. Schuette currently serves as the Director of Research and Technology 
Programs. He joined Lockheed Martin on Sept. 11, 2017 to serve as the Director of Global 
Science and Technology Engagement. In his role as Director of Research and Technology 
Programs, Dr. Schuette is responsible for creating and utilizing a global network of technical 
relationships to enhance Lockheed Martin’s engagement in the worldwide science, 
technology and innovation ecosystems, and through a team of technology leaders transition 
advanced technology into the corporation, while accelerating customer technology adoption 
to create new and disruptive mission capabilities.

Dr. Schuette joined Lockheed Martin after 33 years of Federal Service in the Department of 
Defense and Health and Human Services, the last ten as a member of the Senior Executive 

Service. Most recently, he was the Director of Research (DOR) at the Office of Naval Research (ONR) where he led the 
Discovery and Invention portfolio for the U.S. Navy and U.S. Marine Corps. In this capacity, he led a $1B/year investment 
portfolio of basic and applied research and sponsored research in academia, government and industry labs in the 
U.S. and across the globe. He also served as the Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) Director for the 
Department of the Navy, providing leadership and management of the department’s STEM investment. Prior to this 
role, he was the Director of Innovation at ONR where he successfully delivered high-payoff game-changing technology 
for the warfighter through management of the Navy’s high-risk science and technology portfolio.

He earned a bachelor’s degree, master’s degree and a doctorate in Electrical Engineering from The Catholic University 
of America and is a 2009 Seminar XXI Fellow from the MIT Center for International Studies.

His awards include the Secretary of Defense’s award for Exceptional Civilian Service, the Department of the Navy 
Distinguished Civilian Service Award, the Department of the Navy Superior Civilian Service Award, the Department of 
the Navy Meritorious Civilian Service Award, the Naval Unit Commendation, the Naval Meritorious Unit Commendation 
and the American Red Cross Certificate of Extraordinary Personal Action.
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ROHAN STOCKER

Group CEO, ASDAM (Australian Sovereign Defence & Advanced Manufacturing)

Rohan Stocker is the Group CEO of ASDAM (Australian Sovereign Defence and Advanced 
Manufacturing), which includes Marand Precision Engineering Pty Ltd, Levett Engineering 
Pty Ltd, TAE Aerospace Pty Ltd and Rosebank Engineering Pty Ltd.   

Rohan completed a Bachelor of Engineering at Monash University.  He began his career by 
working for the global mining organisation BHP and then BlueScope Steel as an Engineer 
and Project Manager.  Following his time at BlueScope Steel, Rohan transferred to Marand 
- a diversified engineering solutions company.  During his time at Marand, Rohan has been 
at the forefront of the company’s successful transformation from the Automotive Industry.  
He has overseen considerable growth of the Marand business in Australia and various export 
markets.  This includes Marand’s work as Australia’s largest exporter on the F-35 Joint Strike 

Fighter programme for Lockheed Martin and BAE Systems.  

ASDAM was established in 2019 when CPE Capital acquired Marand.  Since then, Rohan has led the acquisitions of 
Levett Engineering, TAE Aerospace and Rosebank Engineering, expanding the group to become one of Australia’s 
largest Defence, Aerospace and Engineering businesses. 

Rohan is a member of the Australian Industry Group Defence Council National Executive. 


